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CALENDAR ITEM 

99 
A Statewide 02/20/15 
  
S Statewide S. Pemberton 
 

CONSIDER SPONSORING STATE LEGISLATION TO AMEND THE CITY OF PITTSBURG 
GRANTING STATUTE TO ADD A LEGAL LAND DESCRIPTION AND DELETE A 

REQUIREMENT THAT THE STATE LANDS COMMISSION SURVEY AND RECORD A LAND 
DESCRIPTION OF THE TRUST LANDS IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUNTY RECORDER  

 
SUMMARY:   
 
This proposed legislation would amend the City of Pittsburg (City) granting statute to 
add a legal description of the City’s granted lands and delete a requirement that the 
State Lands Commission (Commission) survey and record a plat and legal description 
of the trust lands in the office of the Contra Costa County Recorder.   
 
EXISTING LAW:  
 
SB 551 (DeSaulnier), Chapter 422, statutes of 2011 repealed a grant of public trust land 
made in 2006 by the state to the City and enacted a new grant of public trust land that 
includes land in the 2006 grant plus land annexed to the City in 2009. Section 10(a) of 
Chapter 422 requires the Commission to survey, monument, and record a plat and a 
metes and bounds description of the public trust lands legislatively granted to the City in 
the office of the Contra Costa County Recorder.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Commission staff has completed the record of survey and land description that depict 
and describe the location and extent of the sovereign tide and submerged lands granted 
to the City.  Both documents were approved by the Commission at its meeting on 
October 14, 2014 (Calendar Item C100).   
 
The record of survey was recorded with the Contra Costa County Recorder’s Office on 
December 11, 2014, as required by Chapter 422. The legal description, however, 
cannot be recorded because the County Recorder determined that a metes and bounds 
description, on its own, is not a recordable instrument, as opposed to a grant deed or 
quitclaim deed. Without the ability to record the legal description of the City’s granted 
lands, the Commission cannot comply with existing law.  
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Commission staff recommends that the Commission sponsor legislation in the 2015-16 
legislative session to amend the City’s granting statute to add the legal description of 
the City’s granted lands as prepared by Commission staff and delete the requirement 
that the Commission survey and record a plat and legal description of the trust lands. 
 
EXHIBITS: 

A.  Proposed bill language.  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION: 
 

1. Sponsor legislation in the 2015-16 legislative session to amend the City’s 
granting statute to add the legal description of the City’s granted lands as 
prepared by Commission staff and delete the requirement that the 
Commission survey and record a plat and legal description of the trust 
lands.  
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